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Peace of the Prairie A Liturgy for Here and Now
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Invocation
Grace and peace to you from the God of Shalom, who creates, claims, and calls you for here and now.
Amen.

Gathering Song: The Earth with Heaven's Music Rings
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I. The earth with heav - en's mu - sic rings; cre - a - tion  tes - t1 - [les
2.The b - son and the bum - ble - bee, the leap - ing  white - tailed deer,
3.The mel - o - dy of ten - der hearts, wide o - pen as the plain,
4.0 sing the rhy - thms of the year, the for - ward dance of time,
5. The world with heav - en's mu - sic rings; the u - m - verse re - sounds
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In liv - ing tones and vi - brant hues, the sounds of praise a - rise.
the mead - ow - lark and  hoot - ing owl, the ea - gle soar - ing near:
re - veals a sa - cred coun - ter - point:  Love's an - swer to  our pain.
the wax and wane of  chang - ing moon, each beau - ti - ful, new  rhyme.
with burn - ing  suns and spar - kling stars, with plan - ets spin-ning  round.
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0 fire and wind, O flow - ing stream, all voic - es great and small:
all  crea - tures  who have life  and breath, all peo - ple, play your  part.
The cry  of heav-en's true la - ment is call - g through earth's loss.
0 feel  the pause of sculpt - ed  snow, the pulse of  sum - mer rain.
The cho - rus of  all time and space  grows from  each line and  phrase.
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come, sing  the won - der of ouw God, com - po-ser of us all
Come, add your gifts  In har - mo - ny; each life, a work of art.
Come, learn the rec - on - cil - ing tune; the mo-tive of the cross
Come, walk In au - tumn's gold - en grass and waltz in  spring's re- frain.
Come, join  the ev - er - last-ing song, a sym-pho - ny of praise!

Gathering Prayer

God of every time and every place, by your Spirit we have been gathered from the rhythms and rituals
of daily life to remember who and whose we are. Guide our attention to the here and now, so that we
take root like lilies of the field and spread our wings like birds of the air, restored by your provision
and peace. Amen.




Litany: We Remember

The Christian faith asks us to hold many truths in tension with one another. We plant our feet on
Dakota land, on layers of soil and stories and acknowledge that people and places contain multitudes.
We remember

the generous gifts of creation and God's promise of enough.

We remember

glacial melt, the birth pangs of prairie, ancestors singing, Water is Life!

We remember

acres sold and treaties breaking, settlers unsettling and systems taking.

We remember

the legacy and loss of bison, of nations oppressed and removed.

We remember

the isolation of immigration, homesteads far from new neighbors and old country.
We remember

Dakota people already and not yet, and resilient voices in this generation.

We remember

farmers who labor to feed the world, who know wind and weather in their bones.
We remember

the call to turn from the myth of scarcity, to interrupt patterns of harm with justice.
We remember

we belong to each other and to this land, all relations of the God who re-members.
Re-member us, O God. Amen.

Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a
time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and
a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to

embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and
a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a
time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

While singing the refrain of the next song, you might hold your hands out with your palms up. May this ancient posture for
prayer connect your brain and your body.



Centering Song: Here and Now
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Solo: 1 Per-haps  you  have come down a well  trav - eled road
ALL: 250 ma - ny the sto - ries  we car - r and  tend,
3Con-sid - er the lil - ies, they have - n't a  care
41m - ag - ine a world where op - pres - swon  will cease,
5. The Spir - it is blow - ing wher - ev - er she  will, _
o a : ] . . =
i, [ d I I -
. - > > '
bring - ing vour hopes and  vour gues - tons wn - fold
beau - ty and bro - ken - ness, wait - ing to mend.
think of the spar - rows whose song IS a prayer
just - ice and mer - ¢y will blos - som in peace
stir - ring our hearts, heav - en's call 1o ful - fill
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or  may - be  you're hold - ing foo heav -y a load.
So  come o this place from what - ev - er has  been:
and know vyou're cre-a - ted, if on - ly vou  dare,
and  all of cre - a - tion will join  in  the feast:
May we be a bea - con of ight  on a hill
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() CENTIE, Jusi it% you are. o verse 2
re - mem - ]JEI' whose ¥ou are. all ather verses to REFRAIN
o be just  who you are.
be - lov - ed all, we are.___
to shine just  where we are
REFRAIN
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Here we are, on this sac - red oround.
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Heav - en dwells  a-mongus here_ and now.



Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:25-34
Whether you read the scripture passage and guiding questions silently or aloud, whether you share in
small groups or reflect in solitude, may this time inspire a deep awareness of God'’s provision.

Jesus said, “This is why | am telling you not to be troubled about getting enough to eat or drink, or
what to wear. Is eating, drinking, and clothing yourself all there is? Does your life not have more
meaning than this?

What is troubling you today?

Look to the winged ones who soar on the wind. Do they plant seeds and gather the harvest into a
storehouse? No! But your Father from above gives them plenty to eat. Do you not know that Creator
cares even more for you? Can worry add even one more step to the length of your life’s journey? Why
do you trouble yourself with what to wear? Have you seen how the wildflowers grow in the plains and
meadows? Do you think they work hard and long to clothe themselves? No! | tell you not even the
great chieftain Stands in Peace, Solomon, wearing his finest regalia was dressed as well as even one of
these. If Creator covers the wild grass in the plains with such beauty, which is here today and gathered
for tomorrow's fire, will Creator not take even better care of you?

What image or phrase is God using here to get your attention?

Why is your faith so small? There is no need to say what will we eat? What will we drink? What will we
wear? This is what the Nations who have lost their way have given their heart to. But your Father from
above knows you need these things.

What is it that God knows you need today?

If you will make Creator’'s good road your first aim and represent these ways, Creator will make sure
you have all you need for each day. So do not worry about tomorrow's troubles. It is enough to trust
Creator to give you the strength you need to face today.”

How might you respond to God’s invitation to be here and now?

Prayer
God of the winged ones and the wildflowers, by your living word you call us valuable and promise

what we need to live abundantly. Renewed by your presence and provision, we offer our whole selves
to this time and place, trusting it is enough because you say it is so. Amen.



Song of the Day: God of Shalom

God of Shalom

from: Peace of the Prairie: A Liturgy for Here and Now
Commissioned by Shalom Hill Farm, Windom, MN
Prairie Spirituality Project 2023
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I.Peace  of the prai - rie, op - en ex = panse,
2 Rest for the wear - vy, bo - dy  and soul,
3. Health of cre - a - tion, but - ter - fly wing,
4.God of a - bun - dance, wel - come  and feast,
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peace of  the gr‘af - e that np - ple and dance, peace of the
rest  while the win - ter winds whis - tle and blow, rest  of the
health for each bright and each beau - ti - ful thing, health for the
God  of  the hun - gry, the  lost and the least, God  of all
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sun - set, hea-ven - ly  art, peace of sha-lom_ in our hearts. fo verse 2
wait-ing, deep, hid - den seed, rest of shaslom_  for our need. Ly oiher verses
hill - side, wat - er and  air, health of shalom_ we can share. |, pEFRAIN
Jus - tice, mer - cy and grace, God of shalom_ in this place.
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all the world  may know soall the world may know_
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. so all the world may  know sha-lom,

2 2023 Carol Meier Music (ASCAP), carolmeiermusic.com
Permission granted by composer for this song 10 be used Treely in all seitings; please list compeser and commission information,



Prayers for the Prairie (/nspired by Psalm 8)
Let us pray for the whole creation and our place within the order of things.

O LORD, our God, your name is glorified and fills the earth!

Vast like a crown set above the heavens and near like babble from the mouths of infants, a refuge of
protection to shelter and keep us in the acoustics and chorus of your truth, an anthem of liberation
and life written on our hearts at the beginning of time!

O LORD, our God, your name is glorified and fills the earth!

When we behold the magnitude of your making, the cosmic labor of your love for us: the moon and
stars that you have established; the wind and streams and prairie and fields; we marvel that we are so
small- and still we matter so much to your delight and design!

O LORD, our God, your name is glorified and fills the earth!

You made us in your image; every neighbor, stranger, kin; called stewards of your beauty and
belonging, all that lives entrusted to our good care. Let every creature that grazes and frolics, that
slithers and flutters and burrows and swims be fruitful and multiply, in praise to you!

O LORD, our God, your name is glorified and fills the earth!

Receive these prayers of praise and adoration, O God. Amen.

Offering

Offering Song Give Thanks Gray #170
Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One; give thanks because he's given Jesus
Christ, his Son. (Repeat)

And now let the weak say, "I am strong!” Let the poor say, “l am rich” because of what the Lord has
done for us! (Repeat)

Give thanks.

Holy Communion

*Words of Institution Pg. 207

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church)

Post Communion Blessing




Blessing and Dismissal
May Creator give you courage to trust tomorrow with its troubles and grant you strength enough for
today. Go forth in peace. Amen.

Sending Song: Enough for Today
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2. E - nough for to - day, the time we  sav - or; e-nough for to - day, the
3. E-nough for to - day, our te - con - cil - mng; e-nough for to - day, our
_JF A I —— — —1 r —i =
e J — LA s 1 ._J 1 e —
el e - & — I " ¥ . pees
spar - rtow's nest.  Con - si - der the care, our Mak - er ten-der
seeds . we sow.  The nour-ish-ment of our prayer and la - bor
hum - ble bend. Re-ject-ing our pnde we find__ love ns - g
__i? [ 1,2 Ll s 2
-"'l .‘.l i i } - } - £ P i F i
(e i e e e e e e
w) -—#\_" - 1‘__’151' ##__f--l q__;sl'
€ - nough forus to trust. feversel
€ = nough forus to  grow. o verse 3
e - nough forus to mend. w0 BRIDGE
BRIDGE
i—- S —— — LE k
D] 4 @ @ 49 e o 4 _se " *°* 4 & o eee =+
E - nough for to - day, this pre - semt sor - row ¢ - nough for to-day, this
7 ! r—
# K K | ?‘ ! | ! I_-' E, I F F
E—h—h— ' | .- | ¢
. *_ ':‘J 4 & & 4 4 - i 4__:-1 =
mo-ment's  care.  There's trou-ble e - nough with - out fo-mor - row:
0 2
7 K ¥ } k - M—-'—'}—
Ly 17 - ™ ! ]
ol L8 ] ~ | | | ! 1l
e . o s - -* =
e - nough for us to bear.
VERSES
#&__ﬁ!_l | [ J |
SR T e s T
R L 1 - - T T I
o, = | x r
4E - nough for to - day, the Spi - it's  heal - ing, e - nough for to-day, the
5E - nough for to - day, rich bless - mgs giv - en; e-nough for to- day, e -
k I |
f # i | e | o P —
| I i X | i - —1 —& *
B L s e e B e €
strength  God gives.  Suf - fi-cient the grace, such pow'r_  re - veal-ing:
ter - nal spnngs. Un-end-ing the love, the hope we live In:
[ | [ 2
. !i‘ = i s A ;- e— i
ga cr s s - -
e - nough for us  to live. foversed .
e - nough for us  to sing! {sing!)




Mission Statement of Gustaf Adolf Lutheran Church (Adopted in 2022)

To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world.

Matthew 22:39 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
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We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s real
presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to
receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ's name. You may choose your preference. If you are
unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament.
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and live streamed by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35904. CCLI# 3138595 and #21256999

All spoken liturgical texts and paraphrases written by Rev. Meta Herrick Carlson © 2023

The Earth with Heaven's Music Rings Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune Lyrics by Carol Meier Here and Now,
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Scripture quotations are taken from: New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

First Nations Version: New Testament, copyright © 2021 by Rain Ministries Inc. Used by permission of
InterVarsity Press, P.O. Box 1400, Downers Grove, IL 60515, USA. www.ivpress.com



