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The Second Sunday In Lent

Sunday, February 25, 2024

Wandering Heart: "Rescue me from danger"”

As a new disciple, perhaps Peter wants to prove himself. Boldly, in the middle of a
storm, Peter steps out of the boat to join Jesus who is walking on top of the
waves. He, too, walks on water until the wind shakes his trust and he begins to
sink. Many of us know what it feels like to be thrown off balance, to feel as if
we're sinking. Maybe this looks like doubt, unexpected change, too-busy seasons
of life, devastating grief, or distance from God. In this story, we empathize with
the desperation Peter feels as he cries out, and we pray for God to save us when
we sink.
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Prelude Music
Welcome/Announcements

Gathering

Call to Worship

L: God welcomes the dreamers and the doubters,

C: the courageous and the fearful,

L: the hungry and the hopeful,

C: the impatient and the reserved.

L: God welcomes the young and the old,

C: the poets and the prophets,

L: the faithful and the tired,

C: the curious and the convicted.

L: Wherever you are on your journey, wherever your boat is at sea,
C: there is room for all to gather here.

L: This is God’s house.

C: Let us worship the one whom even the seas obey.

Call to Confession

In our scripture passage for today, Peter is out on a boat with the disciples when a storm hits. Instead of
cowering in fear, Peter spots Jesus on the water and bravely crawls out of the boat to move closer to Christ.
Friends, | think the prayer of confession is one way that we do the same; it’s one way that we can crawl out of
our boats. And here’s what | mean: In the prayer of confession, we are honest about the storms that rage
within and around us. In this prayer, we speak with honesty in an effort to move closer to God. This is our
moment to crawl out of the boat. So friends, let’s be like Peter. Join me in being courageous. Join me in truth-
telling. Join me in prayer. It's time to get our feet wet. Let us pray together:

Prayer of Confession

L: Gracious God, C: There are days that threaten to swallow us, days when the storms of life feel too big. In
those moments, we often cling to the sides of our ships in fear, spending more energy hiding from storms
than looking for you. Forgive us for doubting ourselves. Forgive us for doubting you. Rescue us from the
storms of today and from the fears that trap us. With hope in our hearts we pray, amen.

Words of Forgiveness

L: Family of faith, You could get out of the boat and walk on water like Peter, or fall to your knees and stay in
one place. No matter what you do, Christ’s love for you is unchanging. Fearful or brave, faithful or doubting,
Christ is always walking toward you. So hear and believe this good news: C: God’s love is stronger than any

storms. On our best days, and on our worst days, we are seen, forgiven, and loved. God is always walking

toward you. Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Gathering Hymn Beneath The Cross Of Jesus ELW #338 (Verse 1)




*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

*Prayer For lllumination

L: Holy God, C: There are days where the wind is loud. There are days where the rain tears through the trees
and the storms of life beg for our attention. So just as you stilled the wind and the sea, still our wandering
hearts. Quiet our restless minds. Reach out your hand to us and pull us into your Word so that we might
hear, really hear, your message to us today. With one foot out of the boat, we pray, amen.

Word
Reading Psalm 22:23-31
*3You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob's line, give glory. Stand in awe of the LoRb, all
you offspring of Israel.
“‘For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LorD’s face
hidden from them; but when they cry out, the LorD hears them.
“>From you comes my praise in the great assembly; | will perform my vows in the sight of those
who | fear the LoRop.
**The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your
hearts live forever!
?/All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the families of nations shall
bow before God.
“For dominion belongs to the LorRD, who rules over the nations.
“)Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust, though
they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD.
*‘Their descendants shall serve the LorD, whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
*'They shall proclaim God's deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, “The LORD has

acted!”
R: The Word of the Lord C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Reading Matthew 14:22-33
P: The Holy Gospel according to C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. 2 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,
was far from the land,= for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified,
saying, "It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” 22 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and
came toward Jesus. 3% But when he noticed the strong wind,» he became frightened, and, beginning
to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3! Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

P: The Gospel of our Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22-33&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23622a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22-33&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23628b

Message

Hymn of the Day Beneath The Cross Of Jesus

Affirmation of Faith

| believe in a God who moves toward me when storms rage.
| believe in a God who invites me to be brave.

| believe in a God whom the wind and waves obey.

| believe in a God who knows my name.

| believe in a God of love. | am not afraid. Amen.

Prayer of the People
L: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.

Offering

Offering Hymn Give Thanks

Offering Prayer

ELW #338 (Verse 2)

Gray #170

L: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal. Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all
people may know your goodness. Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.

We pray this in your name. C: Amen.

Meal

Holy Communion

*Great Thanksgiving
*Holy, Holy, Holy
*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer

*Invitation to Communion
P: Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come!

*Lamb of God

Pg. 206
Pg. 207
Pg. 207
Pg. 208

Pg. 208

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church)

*Post Communion Blessing

* Post Communion Prayer

P: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. As grains of wheat are gathered into
one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. C: Amen.



Sending
*Benediction
Beloved wanderer, as you leave this place, may you carry your curious heart on your sleeve. May you look for
God in every face. May you find the courage to get out of the boat, to run to the tomb, and to speak of your
faith. And when the world falls apart, may you hear God’s voice deep within, saying, “Take heart, it is I, be not
afraid.” You are called. You are blessed. In both your ups and your downs, you always belong to God. Go now
in peace. Go trusting that good news. Amen.

*Sending Hymn Beneath The Cross Of Jesus ELW #338 (Verse 3)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Share your bread.
C: Share the Good News of God’s Word and serve the community and the world. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude

Bulletin Donated:

Mission Statement of Gustaf Lutheran Church (Adopted in 2022)

To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world.

Matthew 22:39 ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

B L B
We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s real presence for
the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to receive it here at G.A. Red
wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ’s name. You may choose your preference. If you are unable to receive wheat bread, or
wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and live streamed by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35904. CCLI# 3138595 and #21256999

Liturgy adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Images copyright A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org



