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In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from 

which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s 

bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the 

church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our 

bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. 

From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 
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Prelude Music 

Welcome/Announcements       

Gathering 
 

*Confessions and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins 

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose word never fails, 

whose promise is sure. C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

L: Righteous God, C: we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the 

courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

L: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s 

mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. C: Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn                                  The Church’s One Foundation     ELW #654           

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

C: O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong 

foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

                                                                          Word 
First Reading                                           Isaiah 51:1-6 
1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from which you 

were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah 

who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3For the 

LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her 

desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice 

of song. 4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from 

me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has 

gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 



6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like 

smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my 

salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.  

R: The Word of the Lord        C: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm                     (Please Read Responsively)                                      Psalm 138 
1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 

steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all 

things. 
3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard the words of your 

mouth. 
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury 

of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not 

abandon the works of your hands.  

R:  Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word. 

Second Reading                                                        Romans 12:1-8 
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will 

of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 

among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have 

many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one 

body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according 

to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 

teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

R:  The Word of the Lord     C:  Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                         Pg. 205 

Gospel Reading                                                        Matthew 16:13-20 

P: The Holy Gospel according to______                 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 

say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 

others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon 

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 

are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in 

heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 

will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 



on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then 

he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message    

 

Baptism: Maeve Olivia Lesmeister                 pg. 227  

 

Hymn                     Jesus Loves Me! (vs. 1)         ELW # 595 

*The Creed     

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                                               

                    

Prayers of Intercession            Response: Your mercy is great. 

Sharing the Peace 

 

Offering  

*Offering Song                                 Give Thanks                               Gray #170 

              

* Offering Prayer 

C: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of 

your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

                                                 

      Meal 
Holy Communion 

 *Great Thanksgiving        Pg. 206 

 *Holy, Holy, Holy        Pg. 207 

 *Words of Institution        Pg. 207 

*Lord’s Prayer        Pg. 208   

 

*Invitation to Communion 

  P: All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

 

*Lamb of God                                Pg. 208 

 

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church) 

*Post Communion Blessing 

 

 



* Post Communion Prayer 

P: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. Send us now to 

spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. C: Amen. 

Sending 

*Benediction 

 

*Sending Hymn                                       Faith of Our Fathers                 ELW #812 

 

*Dismissal 

            P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

           C: Share the Good News of God’s Word and serve the community and the world. 

                Thanks be to God. 

 

*Postlude 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s real 

presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to 

receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ’s name. You may choose your preference. If you are 

unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament. 
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Mission Statement of Gustaf Lutheran Church    (Adopted in 2022) 

To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world. 

Matthew 22:39  ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

Matthew 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

                        of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 


