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It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and
the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long
for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both
weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and
from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.
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Welcome/Announcements Gathering

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your
mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in
your peace. In Christ’'s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you
rest.” In the name of God, Father, '+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God'’s love.
Amen.

*Gathering Hymn Praise and Thanksgiving ELW #689

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. C: And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word
First Reading Isaiah 44:6-8
®Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: | am the first, and | am
the last; besides me there is no god. " Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; let them declare and set it
forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to
be. 8 Do not fear or be afraid; have | not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is
there any god besides me? There is no other rock; | know not one.
R: The Word of the Lord  C: Thanks be to God

Psalm (Please Read Responsively) Psalm 86:11-17
""Teach me your way, O Lorb, and | will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your
name.

'21 will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and glorify your name forevermore.

'*For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the pit of death.




'“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; they have
not set you before their eyes.

>But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
'®Turn to me and have mercy on me; give your strength to your servant, and save the child of
your handmaid.

'7Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame;

because you, LoRD, have helped me and comforted me.

R: Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
P: The Gospel accordingto____ C: Glory to you, O Lord.

24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field,?* but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. % So when the plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared as well. 2’ And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master,
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' 28 He answered,
‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' 2° But
he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 3° Let both
of them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ 3¢ Then he left the
crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable
of the weeds of the field.” 3" He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 3the
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of
the evil one, *°and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. “°Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end
of the age. #' The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes
of sin and all evildoers, *?and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. “ Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

P: The Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message:

YOGA (Youth Of GA) sharing reflections from their Campus Ministries Road Trip to North Carolina
Hymn of the Day Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ELW #693
*The Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God's only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the People
Response: Hear Our Prayer.
Sharing The Peace

Offering
Ways To Give Offering: In Person, Venmo and Online www.galutheranchurch.org

Because you give...
we worship, fellowship, learn, serve and grow.
Thank you for your generosity!

—
A

Offering Song Give Thanks Gray #170

* Offering Prayer

C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name
of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

Meal
Holy Communion
*Words of Institution Pg. 207
*Lord’s Prayer Pg. 208

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
*Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church)

*Post Communion Blessing

* Post Communion Prayer

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance
of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
C: Amen.




Sending
Blessing
L: May God give you Grace never to sell yourself short. Grace to risk something big for something
good. And grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small
for anything but love. The blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now
and remain with you this day and always. C: Amen.

*Sending Hymn Baptized and Set Free ELW #453

*Dismissal
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Share the Good News of God’s Word and serve the community and the world.
Thanks be to God.

*Postlude

Mission Statement of Gustaf Adolf Lutheran Church (Adopted in 2022)
To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world.
Matthew 22:39 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
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We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s real
presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to
receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ's name. You may choose your preference. If you are
unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament.
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