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God's word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also

like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the

earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest.
At the Lord's table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.
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Welcome/Announcements Gathering

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your
mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in
your peace. In Christ’'s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you
rest.” In the name of God, Father, '+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God'’s love.
Amen.

*Gathering Hymn Lord, I Lift Your Name on High ELW #857

*Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. C: And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to
receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word
First Reading Isaiah 30:18-19
18 Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show mercy to you. For
the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him. 19 O people in Zion, inhabitants
of Jerusalem, you shall weep no more. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry;
when he hears it, he will answer you.
R: The Word of the Lord  C: Thanks be to God

Psalm (Please Read Responsively) Psalm 65:1-13
"You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.

°To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.

*Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.

“ Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! They will be
satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.




> Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O hope of all the
ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.

°®You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might.

"You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.

®Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; you make the
dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
?You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of
water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

'You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground
and bless its increase.

""You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.

'> May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.

> May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain;

let them shout for joy and sing.

R: Holy Wisdom. Holy Word.

Second Reading Romans 3:21-26 (The Message Translation)
But in our time something new has been added. What Moses and the prophets witnessed to all those
years has happened. The God-setting-things-right that we read about has become Jesus-setting-
things-right for us. And not only for us, but for everyone who believes in him. For there is no
difference between us and them in this. Since we've compiled this long and sorry record as sinners
(both us and them) and proved that we are utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God wills for
us, God did it for us. Out of sheer generosity he put us in right standing with himself. A pure gift. He
got us out of the mess we're in and restored us to where he always wanted us to be. And he did it by
means of Jesus Christ. God sacrificed Jesus on the altar of the world to clear that world of sin. Having
faith in him sets us in the clear. God decided on this course of action in full view of the public—to set
the world in the clear with himself through the sacrifice of Jesus, finally taking care of the sins he had
so patiently endured. This is not only clear, but it's now—this is current history! God sets things right.
He also makes it possible for us to live in his rightness.

R: The Word of the Lord  C: Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation Pg. 205
Gospel Reading John 1:14-18
P: The Gospel according to C: Glory to you, O Lord.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom
| said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me." ") 16 From his fullness
we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close
to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

P: The Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Message



Hymn of the Day Amazing Grace, How Sweet The Sound ELW #779

*The Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God's only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Response: Hear Our Prayer.
Sharing The Peace

Offering
Ways To Give Offering: In Person, Venmo and Online www.galutheranchurch.org

Because you give...
we worship, fellowship, learn, serve and grow.
Thank you for your generosity!

Offering Song Give Thanks Gray #170

* Offering Prayer

C: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name
of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

Meal
Holy Communion
*Great Thanksgiving Pg. 206
*Holy, Holy, Holy Pg. 207
*Words of Institution Pg. 207
*Lord’s Prayer Pg. 208

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion
P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
*Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church)




*Lamb of God Pg. 208

*Post Communion Blessing

* Post Communion Prayer

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance
of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have
shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
C: Amen.

Sending

Blessing
L: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, -+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

C: Amen.

*Sending Hymn Soon And Very Soon ELW #439

*Dismissal
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Share the Good News of God’s Word and serve the community and the world.
Thanks be to God.

*Postlude

Mission Statement of Gustaf Adolf Lutheran Church (Adopted in 2022)
To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world.
Matthew 22:39 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
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We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s real
presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to
receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ's name. You may choose your preference. If you are
unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament.
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