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In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 

The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile 

or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. 

In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the 

Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing 

promise in our baptism. 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Prelude Music:      

Welcome/Announcements                                      Gathering 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.   

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 

           Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Gracious God,  

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: 

Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the 

world: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to 

life: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you have 

been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The 

Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, 

and gives you life and peace. C: Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn                                           Restore In Us, O God             ELW #328 
 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.    C: And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

C: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon 

us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 

righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.                                      



Word 
 

Reading                  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many 

lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, 

“O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter 

you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you 

with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then 

he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 

Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 

feet, a vast multitude. 11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy 

and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am 

the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my 

spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, 

the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

 

Psalm                    (Please Read Responsively)                       Psalm 130 

 1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 

 2 O LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 

 3 If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand? 

 4 Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. 

 5 I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 

 6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, more than 

      those who keep watch for the morning. 

 7 O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; with the LORD there is 

      plenteous redemption. 

 8 For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

R: Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word. 

 

Gospel Reading                                                               John 11:1-45 

P: The Gospel according to______                 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was 

the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was 

ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, 

he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after 

having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.  7 Then after 



this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews 

were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not 

twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light 

of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying 

this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The 

disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been 

speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told 

them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But 

let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 

we may die with him.” 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 

she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you 

ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he 

will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 

life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in 

me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 28 When she had said this, she went back 

and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And 

when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village 

but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house 

consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at 

his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus 

saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 

deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 

began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he 

who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly 

disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away 

the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he 

has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see 

the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank 

you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 

crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried 

with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 

strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him. 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Message    

 

Hymn of the Day          Precious Lord, Take My Hand                   ELW #773 

 

 



*The Creed     

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                                               

                    

Prayers of the People 

            Response: Your Mercy is Great. 

Sharing The Peace 

 

Offering                 

 

  Ways To Give Offering: In Person, Venmo and Online www.galutheranchurch.org 

 

        
   

 

Offering Song                                 Give Thanks              Gray #170 

 

* Offering Prayer 

C: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain 

and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and 

wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving 

work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.                  
                             

                                                    Meal 
Holy Communion 

 *Great Thanksgiving        Pg. 206 

 *Holy, Holy, Holy        Pg. 207 

 *Words of Institution       Pg. 207 

*Lord’s Prayer        Pg. 208   

 

*Invitation to Communion 

 P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

 

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church) 

 

*Lamb of God                              Pg. 208 

 

*Post Communion Blessing 

 

Because you give… 

we worship, fellowship, learn, serve and grow.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 



* Post Communion Prayer 

P: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, 

and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become 

Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  C: Amen. 

 

Sending 

Blessing 

L: May God give you grace never to sell yourself short. Grace to risk something big for something 

good. And grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small 

for anything but love. The blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now 

and remain with you this day and always.   C: Amen. 

 

 

*Sending Hymn                     Lead On, O King Eternal!           ELW #805 

 

*Dismissal 

            P: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

           C: To Share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world. 

                Thanks be to God. 

 

*Postlude 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s real 

presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to 

receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ’s name. You may choose your preference. If you are 

unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament. 
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Mission Statement of Gustaf Adolf Lutheran Church (Adopted in 2022) 

To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world. 

Matthew 22:39  ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

Matthew 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

                        of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 


