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Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that 

when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light 

breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, 

the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine 

before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of 

Christ. 
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Prelude Music:      

Welcome/Announcements       

Gathering 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life 

into being, the Wind stirring the waters.  C: Amen. 

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.     

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Merciful God, love of justice,  

C: you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our 

neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our 

hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of 

Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that 

never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May 

the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.  

C: Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn                                    Gather Us In                 ELW #532 
 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.    C: And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

C: Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 

show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

                                                                  Word 

 

Psalm                    (Please Read Responsively)                   Psalm 112:1-10 

Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 

 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full of compassion 

It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 

 For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 



They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will hold up 

their head with honor. 

    The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; the desires of 

the wicked will perish. 

R:  Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                      Pg. 205 

 

Gospel Reading                                                        Matthew 5:13-20 

P: The Gospel according to______                 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 14 “You are the 

light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under 

the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 

same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father in heaven. 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 

come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 

letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever 

breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called 

least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Message    

 

Hymn of the Day                  Christ, Be Our Light                ELW #715 

 

*The Creed     

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                                               

                    

Prayers of the People 

            Response: Receive our Prayer. 

 

Offering & Make-A-Change:                                

 

 

 

 



  Ways To Give Offering: In Person, Venmo and Online www.galutheranchurch.org 

 

        
   

 

Offering Song                                 Give Thanks              Gray #170 

          

 

* Offering Prayer 

C: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who 

love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to 

feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.                                            
   

                                                    Meal 
Holy Communion 

 *Great Thanksgiving        Pg. 206 

 *Holy, Holy, Holy        Pg. 207 

 *Words of Institution       Pg. 207 

*Lord’s Prayer        Pg. 208   

 

*Invitation to Communion 

 P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see. 

 

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church) 

 

*Lamb of God                                Pg. 208 

 

*Post Communion Blessing 

 

* Post Communion Prayer 

P: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and 

blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect 

the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  C: Amen. 

 

Sending 

Blessing 

L: May God give you grace never to sell yourself short. Grace to risk something big for something 

good. And grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small 

for anything but love. The blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now 

and remain with you this day and always.   C: Amen. 

 

 

Because you give… 

we worship, fellowship, learn, serve and grow.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 



*Sending Hymn                       This Little Light of Mine              ELW #677 

 

*Dismissal 

            P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

           C: To Share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world. 

                Thanks be to God. 

 

*Postlude 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s real 

presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to 

receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ’s name. You may choose your preference. If you are 

unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament. 
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Mission Statement of Gustaf Adolf Lutheran Church (Adopted in 2022) 

To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world. 

Matthew 22:39  ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

Matthew 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

                        of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 


