
 Gustaf Adolf Lutheran Church 

E.L.C.A. 
 

 

 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes 

to a close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high 

mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. 

This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We 

turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. 

Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of 

joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at 

Easter. 
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Prelude Music:      

Welcome/Announcements       

Gathering 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life 

into being, the Wind stirring the waters.  C: Amen. 

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.     

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Merciful God, love of justice,  

C: you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our 

neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our 

hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of 

Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that 

never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May 

the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.  

C: Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn                               How Good, Lord, To Be Here!                ELW #315 
 

*Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.    C: And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

C: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the 

witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your 

beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of 

your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

                                                                  Word 

 

Psalm                    (Please Read Responsively)                           Psalm 2 

Why are the nations in an uproar? Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 

 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot together, against 

the Lord and against the Lord’s anointed? 



“Let us break their yoke,” they say; “let us cast off their bonds from us.” 

 God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; the Lord holds them in derision.  

Then in wrath God speaks to them, and in rage fills them with terror. 

 “As for me, I have anointed my king upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 

Let me announce the decree of the Lord, who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten 

you. 

 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance and the ends of the earth for 

your possession. 

You shall crush them with an iron rod and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 

 And now, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. 

Submit to the Lord with fear, and with trembling bow in worship; 

 lest the Lord be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. Happy are all who take 

refuge in God!  

R:  Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                                      Pg. 205 

 

Gospel Reading                                                          Matthew 17:1-9 

P: The Gospel according to______                 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 

mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and 

his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 

him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents 

here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright 

cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I 

am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 

overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And 

when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 

  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until 

after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Message    

 

Hymn of the Day    I Love to Tell The Story               ELW #661 

 

*The Creed     

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                                               

                    

Prayers of the People 

            Response: Receive our Prayer. 



Offering                         

 

  Ways To Give Offering: In Person, Venmo and Online www.galutheranchurch.org 

 

        
   

 

Offering Song                                 Give Thanks              Gray #170 

          

* Offering Prayer 

C: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who 

love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to 

feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.                                            
   

                                                    Meal 
Holy Communion 

 *Great Thanksgiving        Pg. 206 

 *Holy, Holy, Holy        Pg. 207 

 *Words of Institution       Pg. 207 

*Lord’s Prayer        Pg. 208   

 

*Invitation to Communion 

 P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see. 

 

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church) 

 

*Lamb of God                              Pg. 208 

 

*Post Communion Blessing 

 

* Post Communion Prayer 

P: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and 

blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect 

the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  C: Amen. 

 

Sending 

Blessing 

L: May God give you grace never to sell yourself short. Grace to risk something big for something 

good. And grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small 

for anything but love. The blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now 

and remain with you this day and always.   C: Amen. 

 

Because you give… 

we worship, fellowship, learn, serve and grow.  

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 



 

*Sending Hymn                            Shine, Jesus, Shine              ELW #671 

 

*Dismissal 

            P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

           C: To Share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world. 

                Thanks be to God. 

 

*Postlude 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s real 

presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to 

receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ’s name. You may choose your preference. If you are 

unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and live streamed by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35904. CCLI# 3138595 and #21256999 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mission Statement of Gustaf Adolf Lutheran Church (Adopted in 2022) 

To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world. 

Matthew 22:39  ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

Matthew 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

                        of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 


