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Third Sundagy in Advent
Sunday, December 14, 2025

Theme: The Power of Yes

In this liminal time, there are so many reasons to not say yes. Even the small yeses in
our daily lives feel riskier somehow. Decisions about where we put our money, our
time, our energy, our confidence, and our faith feel more important than ever during
these volatile times. We come from a history of people who said yes. Throughout the
story of the people of God, brave and faithful, everyday people said yes to God. In
Advent, these yeses are even more significant. What does it take to get to yes? Why
does it matter? Why does it matter that we believe this? This is a story that we tell, that
isn't just on a page or in ancient tales, but one that lives in our bones, and calls to us to
say our own yes when we are called into what God is doing now.
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Call to Worship
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved. C: Amen

CANDLE-LIGHTING (Youth Of GA (YOGA))

We light three candles for the mystery of the Trinity: Creator, Christ, and Spirit. We light three candles
as we worship that which we cannot ever fully name. We light three candles to say YES to the
invitation to look for the holy in the most surprising of places.

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN Light One Candle To Watch For Messiah ELW #240 vs.1-3

CALL TO CONFESSION

Fear can be a good thing. It can help us be attentive while driving down the highway. It can alert us to
possible accidents. It can motivate us to do our best. However, fear can also be harmful. For so many
of us, fear of the other, fear of failure, or fear of the unknown has led us to make sinful choices in our
lives—choices such as building walls or tearing others down. Today, in confession, we ask for mercy
and pray for guidance. As we confess, we come before an entirely merciful and loving God who says
to us, “Do not be afraid.” Let us pray:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Patient God, you know just how often we make decisions from a place of fear rather than love.
You know just how often we allow fear to take the place of logic, fanning unhealthy fires in our
lives. You know just how often we tuck your words, “Do not be afraid” on dusty shelves and in
the back of closets, stubbornly holding onto our own point of view. Forgive us for giving fear
the microphone. Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejection, which spark and feed so
much of our fear, to recenter us in love. With hope we pray, amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

P: Family of faith, even when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us. Even when we lose our
way, God does not lose us. Even when we fall short or make mistakes, God forgives and holds onto us.
We are known, forgiven, and loved. C: Thanks be to God! Amen.

GATHERING HYMN My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness ELW #251

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord God, Give us courage like Mary, that we too might say yes to you in the most unlikely
circumstances, and bear witness to your justice for all, Amen.

OFFERING and Make-A-Change Offering




Ways To Give Offering: In Person, Venmo and Online www.galutheranchurch.org

Because you give...
we worship, fellowship, learn, serve and grow.
Thank you for your generosity!

-

OFFERING SONG Give Thanks Gray #170

OFFERING PRAYER
God of every good gift, We offer what we have back to you, knowing that your son is the greatest gift
we will ever receive. Grant us glad and generous hearts, ever and always, Amen.

Communion Prayer/Words of Institution

LORD'S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: At this table, Christ invites us to step into God's power of Yes—to say Yes to hope stronger than
despair, Yes to mercy wider than our mistakes, Yes to a Savior who meets us in bread and cup. Come,
you who are weary. Come, you who rejoice. Come, you who are still searching. Your presence here is
already a Yes. Come to the table of grace where the Power of God's Yes meets our open hands.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
(All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church)

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
L: Christ Jesus, You have fed us with love incarnate, and we are utterly changed. Send us forth from
this meal to be forces for change in this world, as we find the YES within each of us, C: Amen.

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT: Mary Said YES!

Hymns to be sung during the pageant:
O Come, All Ye Faithful vs 1 #283

All Earth is Hopeful #266

Canticle of the Turning #723

Away in a Manger vs 1

Go Tell It on the Mountain #290 vs 1
The First Noel #300 vs 3-5

Joy to the World #267 vs 1



BLESSING

May God bless you with courage, as you seek the YES within you; May Christ be born again in every
risk you take for the sake of the world; And may the Holy Spirit remind you, again and again, that you
are never alone, and that you are loved beyond measure. C: Amen.

DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace, live in hope

All: and share the Good News of God’s Word and serve the community and the world.
Thanks be to God.

Mission Statement of Gustaf Adolf Lutheran Church (Adopted in 2022)

To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world.

Matthew 22:39 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

B ok o b R i b i b i o e s o e o e s
We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s real
presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to
receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ's name. You may choose your preference. If you are
unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament.
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