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Seeking: Who Sinned?

When Jesus and the disciples encounter a blind man along the way, the disciples immediately ask,
“Teacher, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" (John 9:2). They ask a bad
question. Their question assumes that illness and disability are the result of sin; it assumes that the
man deserved to be born blind; it assumes that physical blindness is a form of failure.
Unfortunately, the crowd continues to interrogate the man and dissect the miracle of what
happens to him. The crowd also asks bad questions because their intent is to drive him out and
prove that Jesus is a heretic. This week, let us pay attention to the questions we ask. What
assumptions do we carry? What is our intent? When seeking clarity or understanding, what are
better questions we can ask?



Call to Worship
Scripture is full of questions...Where are you?

Am | my brother’s keeper? Whom shall | send?
Who do you say that | am? Who sinned?
How many times shall | forgive? If God is for us, who can be against us?

Scripture is full of questions, so just like those in our scriptures, may we bring our full curiosity and
wonder into this space. Let us ask and seek after our merciful God.

Call to Confession

In today'’s text, the disciples ask Jesus, “Who sinned?” They want to know who around them could
be blamed for suffering. The disciples want to identify who around them had done wrong. In the
prayer of confession, we stop pointing fingers at others. In confession, we turn our attention
toward ourselves and invite God into that honest and vulnerable space. So do this counter-cultural
thing with me today. Let us pray together...

Prayer of Confession Words of Forgiveness

(Brief Silence)

Who here has sinned?

We have sinned. We put our heads in the sand. We ignored people in need. We make false
assumptions and fail to be kind. We are in need of forgiveness.

Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep score. When
you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your way, God comes running.
Thanks be to God for a love like that.

Have you sinned?
| have sinned. | put my head in the sand. | ignore people in need. | make false assumptions and fail
to be kind. I, too, am in need of forgiveness.

Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep score.
When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your way, God
comes running.

Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen.

Gathering Hymn Be Thou My Vision (Verse 1) ELW #793

Prayer for lllumination

God of Good news,

there is reading your Word, there is hearing your Word, and then there is tunneling
ourselves into your Word—harvesting your Word, building a home in your Word, laying
your Word over us like a blanket, wrapping ourselves in your Word, know your Word like
the back of our hand, singing your Word, planting ourselves like a garden in your Word.
God, we could listen to scripture like we listen to the news, or we could cocoon ourselves in your
Word and it could change us entirely.

So bundle us up. Give us the latter. We want to know you. With hopeful hearts we pray, amen.




Word
John 9:1-7

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. “His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” *Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. “We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. °As
long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” *When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man'’s eyes, 'saying to him, “Go,
wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to
see.

Psalm 23

The LorD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.

The LorD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.

You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.

Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil; for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and
my cup is running over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | will dwell in the
house of the Lorp forever.

Gospel: John 9:8-41

®The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man
who used to sit and beg?” “Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone
like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” "“But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” '"He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then | went and washed and received my sight.” '°They said to him,
"Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” °They brought to the Pharisees the man who had
formerly been blind. "“Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his

eyes. '°Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,
"He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” '°Some of the Pharisees said, “This man
is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “"How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. '’So they said again to the blind man, “What
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” '®The Jews did not
believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight '“and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” “’His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind; *'but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” °“His parents said this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. “*Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
?“So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” °’He answered, “I| do not know whether he is a




sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” “°They said to him, “What did he
do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *’He answered them, "I have told you already, and you
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
*’Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. “’We know
that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” **The
man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. *'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. *’Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a person born blind. *If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
**They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they
drove him out. **Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” *°He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe
in him.” *’Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” **He said,
“Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped him. *°Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” “°Some of the Pharisees
near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” “'Jesus said to them, “If you
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

Message
Hymn of The Day Be Thou My Vision (Verse 2&3) ELW #793

Affirmation of Faith
We believe in a merciful God, a God who does not keep score, a God who wants good for us.

We believe in a creative God, a God who would heal with mud, a God capable of seeing what
we cannot.

We believe in a saving God, a God who heals, a God who greets our questions with patience, a
God who sends us out with hope in our step.

What wondrous love is this. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession Response: Receive our prayer.
Offering
Offering Song Give Thanks Gray #170

Offering Prayer

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service
for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out
your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen.



Holy Communion

Invitation to the Table

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lift Up Your Hearts

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give God thanks and Praise.
God of the lost and found......

*Words of Institution Pg. 207

*Lord'’s Prayer Pg. 208

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church)

Post Communion Blessing

Post Communion Prayer

God of manna and mustard seeds, we came to this Table hungry and we leave feeling full—full of
hope, full of promise, full of what could be. For we not only found glimpses of you at this Table,
but we caught a glimpse of the way things could be: in a meal where all are welcomed and all are
fed. Is there anything holier than that? So thank you for nourishing our curiosity alongside our
spirit and our conviction. May we always seek you the way you seek after us. With grateful hearts
we pray, Amen.

Sending

Benediction

As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek the weary.
Seek the good in every person you pass. Seek out the hopeful. Seek the faithful. Seek God in each
of us. As you seek and as you wonder, may you find what you are looking for. In the name of our
loving God, who is always seeking us, go now in peace. Amen.

Sending Hymn Be Thou My Vision (Verse 4) ELW #793

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve in Love.

C: To share the Good News of God’'s Word and to serve the community and the world.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Bulletin Donated: Happy Birthday Wendy!



Mission Statement of Gustaf Lutheran Church (Adopted in 2022)

To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world.

Matthew 22:39 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

++++++++++++++ bbb
We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find
in the sacrament our Lord'’s real presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you
receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to receive it here at G.A. Red wine and
white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ's name. You may choose your preference. If you are
unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and
all the gifts of the sacrament.
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