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Seeking: Will You Give Me A Drink? 
In the heat of midday, he seeks out connection with a Samaritan woman drawing water from the 

well. His command to her is also a question and an invitation to a new way of life: Will you give me 

a drink? This question creates a dialogue between them in which Jesus sees the woman fully; she 

leaves the well transformed. In the wilderness, the Israelites essentially ask: Will you give us a drink, 

God? Will you take care of us, even now? This week, we might imagine ourselves at the well or in 

the wilderness. Are we willing to care for our neighbors, seeking to not just quench thirst, but to 

find living waters that sustain us all? In this season, what are you thirsting for?  



Call to Worship 

We gather together—the seekers, the dreamers, the shooting-star wishers, in hopes of seeing 

God. 

We gather together—the curious, the hungry, the loving, the lonely, in hopes of finding 

peace. 

We gather together—those who are thirsty and those with water to spare, in hopes of finding 

justice. 

So come to the well, come to the table. Come, let us worship God. Amen. 

Call to Confession  
In today’s service we will hear the story of the Samaritan woman. It’s a well-known story of a 

woman who, in the heat of the day, meets Jesus at a well and he asks her for a drink. Every time I 

read this story, I cannot help but ask myself—when was the last time I drew water for someone? 

When was the last time I drew water for myself? So with this same open curiosity, we come to the 

prayer of confession, trusting that even if we forget our bucket, God will still meet us at the well. 

Friends, with that grace in mind, let us pray: 

Prayer of Confession (Brief Silence) 

L: Holy God, C: we have been on every side of this story. We have been the one who is thirsty 

and in need of compassion, and we have been the one with a bucket and a deep well. So 

today we wonder: how often have we missed the opportunity to share water with our 

neighbors? How often have we forgotten that we have a bucket and the power to bring 

change? How often have we simply decided that justice and compassion were not worth the 

work? Forgive our fragile hearts and remind us that it was you who sat at that well in 

Samaria in the heat of the day. It was you. It is still you. With hope we pray, amen. 

Words of Forgiveness 

L: Family of faith, as hard as it is to imagine: we could lose the bucket, we could hoard the water 

for ourselves, we could pretend we do not see all who are thirsty, and we would still belong to 

God. This is the good news of the gospel: C: God’s grace is deeper than any well. We are seen, 

loved, and forgiven. May this realization change and inspire us. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn          Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross (Verse 1)   ELW #335 

Prayer for Illumination 

L: God of conversation, C: We come to you today thirsty—thirsty for hope, thirsty for good 

news, thirsty for a glimpse of you. So today we pray, move in these words like a current. 

Give us the courage to wade into your story with open eyes and open hearts. Give us the 

courage to drink this moment in. We are listening. We are grateful. Amen. 

Word 

Exodus 17:1-7 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 

the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 

drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, 

“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for 



water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to 

kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do 

with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of 

the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 

you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 

rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the 

elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and 

tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

 

Psalm 95 
1Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to 

the LORD with psalms. 
3For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours. 
5The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land. 
6Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 
7For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 

Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice! 
8“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert. 
9There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they had seen my works. 
10Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do 

not know my ways.’ 

 

Gospel: John 4:5-42 
5[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his 

son Joseph.6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It 

was about noon. 7A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How 

is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common 

with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 

you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 
11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 

living water? 12Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons 

and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, 14but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 

will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to 

him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 

water.” 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17The woman answered him, “I 

have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have 

had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 

true!” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped on 

this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said 

to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 



mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 

salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24God is 

spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I 

know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 

us.” 26Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 27Just then his disciples came. 

They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” 

or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the 

city. She said to the people, 29“Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He 

cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30They left the city and were on their way to him. 31Meanwhile the 

disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that 

you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him 

something to eat?” 34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 

complete his work. 35Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, 

look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36The reaper is already receiving 

wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37For 

here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap that for which you 

did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 39Many Samaritans 

from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have 

ever done.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he 

stayed there two days. 41And many more believed because of his word. 42They said to the woman, 

“It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we 

know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 
 

Message 

 

Hymn of The Day       Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross (Verse 2&3)    ELW #335 

Affirmation of Faith 

We believe that a glass of water given to us by a stranger can taste like justice. 

We believe that honest conversation has the power to change us. 

We believe that all God’s children have a voice and something to say. 

We believe that Jesus loves the outcast, the ignored, the shamed, and the abandoned. 

We believe in asking questions. We believe in curiosity. 

We believe in giving people a drink. May we be brave enough to give people a drink. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession Response: Receive our prayer. 

Offering   

Offering Song                                  Give Thanks                             Gray #170          

Offering Prayer 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service 

for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out 

your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 



*Lord’s Prayer         Pg. 208 

Sending 

Benediction 

As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek the weary. 

Seek the good in every person you pass. Seek out the hopeful. Seek the faithful. Seek God in each 

of us. As you seek and as you wonder, may you find what you are looking for. In the name of our 

loving God, who is always seeking us, go now in peace. Amen. 

Sending Hymn                   Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross (Verse 4)   ELW #335 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. Serve in Love.            

C: To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world.  

    Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

Bulletin Donated: By Shirley Waloch in Honor Of All Grandchildren 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find 

in the sacrament our Lord’s real presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you 

receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited to receive it here at G.A. Red wine and 

white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ’s name. You may choose your preference. If you are 

unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and 

all the gifts of the sacrament. 
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Mission Statement of Gustaf Lutheran Church    (Adopted in 2022) 

To share the Good News of God’s Word and to serve the community and the world. 

Matthew 22:39  ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

Matthew 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

                        of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 


