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A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he is 
possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy 
Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the 

body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth 
in peace to do the will of God. 
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Ministers:                                                                                              You, All Members of G.A.     

Intern Pastor:                                                           Jaime Decker                                                                          
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Prelude Music 

Welcome/Announcements       

 

Gathering 

*Confessions and Forgiveness 



All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins 

  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. C: Amen. 

P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 

       Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God, our provider, help us. C: It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your 

ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own 

understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn 

us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for 

life in the world. Amen. 

P: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the 

worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are 

shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. C: Amen. 

*Gathering Hymn                                A Mighty Fortress Is Our God              Verse 1    

A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins 
salvation glorious. The old satanic foe, has sworn to work us woe, with craft and dreadful might he arms 
himself to fight. On earth he has no equal. 
 

*Greeting 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

C: All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our faith 

and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen.        

                                                             Word 
First Reading                                              Genesis 3:8-15 
8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man 

and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But 

the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the sound of you in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman 

whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the 

woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I 

ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and 

among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will 

put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you 

will strike his heel.”  

R: The Word of the Lord        C: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm                    (Please Read Responsively)                               Psalm 130 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 

O LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 



If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.  

I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 

My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, more than those 

who keep watch for the morning. 

O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; with the LORD there is plenteous 

redemption. 

For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.   R:Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word. 

 

Second Reading                                       2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1 
13 But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so I 

spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise 

us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15 Yes, everything is for your sake, so that 

grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 16 So we do not 

lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17 For 

this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18 because we 

look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be 

seen is eternal. For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

R:  The Word of the Lord            C:  Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation         

Alleluia! Lord and savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are 

stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

Gospel Reading                                                       Mark 3:20-35          

 P: The Holy Gospel according to______                 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

20 and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. 21 When his family heard it, 

they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22 And the 

scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he 

casts out demons.” 23 And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast 

out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is 

divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself 

and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27 But no one can enter a strong man’s house 

and plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be 

plundered. 28 “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they 

utter; 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an 

eternal sin”— 30 for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 31 Then his mother and his brothers 

came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him; and 

they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters[a] are outside, asking for you.” 33 And he 

replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking at those who sat around him, he said, 

“Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 

mother.” 

 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3%3A20-35&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24318a


Message           

Hymn of the Day                         A Mighty Fortress Is Our God      Verse 2&3    

No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. But now a champion comes to fight, 

whom God himself elected. You Ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Jesus mighty Lord, 

God's only Son, adored. He holds the field victorious. 

Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us, we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they 

cannot over pow'r us. Let this world’s tyrant rage, in battle we’ll engage. His might is doomed to fail God's 

judgment must prevail! One little word subdues him. 

*The Creed            

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession Response: Hear our prayer. 

 

Offering   (Offering Plates are in the back of the Sanctuary, please drop offering there) 

              

* Offering Prayer 

C: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 

plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what 

we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

 

                                                          Meal 
Holy Communion 

 *Great Thanksgiving          

P: The Lord be with you, C: and also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts, C: we lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 *Holy, Holy, Holy          

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosana in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosana in the highest, hosana in the highest. 

 

 *Words of Institution          

  

 *Lord’s Prayer          

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  

*Invitation to Communion 

  P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

 

 



*Lamb of God                               

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now 

we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, 

we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, 

we pray. 

 

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church)  

 

*Post Communion Blessing 

 * Post Communion Prayer 

P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your 

name we pray. C: Amen. 

Sending 

*Benediction 

 

*Sending Hymn                    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                       Verse 4    

God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; for God himself fights by our side with weapons 

of the Spirit.  Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, Though life be wrenched away, they 

cannot win the day. The kingdom's ours forever! 

 

 

*Dismissal 

            P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

           C: Thanks be to God. 

 

*Postlude 

 

Bulletin Donated: Happy Birthday Bethany! 
 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s 

real presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited 

to receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ’s name. You may choose your preference. If 

you are unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the 

sacrament. 
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       Mission Statement of Gustaf Lutheran Church 
(Adopted in 1984) 

Our congregation wishes to achieve unity of living guided by the word of God and encouraged by rural community spirit. 
Our goals include: 

1. The education of both young and old to carry out the Proclamation of God’s Word and for all human kind through 
worship and witness. 
2. Mutual social occasions, loving and caring for all human beings and reaching out to others with justice and peace. 

              3. Responsible stewardship of human material resources. 

 


