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This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 
called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is too 
hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the 

joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true 
friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded 

by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Prelude Music 

Welcome/Announcements       

 

Gathering 



*Confessions and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins 

 P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in 

Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

       Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 

tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like 

rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us 

companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us 

with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. C: Amen. 

*Gathering Hymn                             What Wondrous Love Is This                       Verse 1    

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What wondrous love is this, O my soul! What wondrous 

love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, to bear the dreadful 

curse for my soul? 

 

*Greeting 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you. 

  

*Prayer of the Day 

C: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts 

such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

                                                         Word 
First Reading                                               Acts 10:44-48 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 

out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 

said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 

him to stay for several days.   R:The Word of the Lord        C:Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm                    (Please Read Responsively)                                 Psalm 98 

Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy arm 

have won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness in the 

sight of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth 

have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
5Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 



7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes 

to judge the earth. 
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  

R:  Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word. 

 

Second Reading                                                        1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ[a] has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 

parent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 

obey his commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is 

the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not 

with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 

Spirit is the truth. 

     R:  The Word of the Lord            C:  Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation         

Alleluia! Lord and savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are 

stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

Gospel Reading                                                        John 15:9-17         

  P: The Holy Gospel according to______                 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, 

you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I 

have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command 

you. 15 I do not call you servants[a] any longer, because the servant[b] does not know what the master is 

doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 

from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you 

these commands so that you may love one another. 

P: The Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message    

        

Hymn of the Day                          What Wondrous Love Is This            Verse 2&3    

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, when I was sinking down, sinking down, when I was 

sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, Christ laid 

aside his crown for my soul. 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb, 

who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will 

sing. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A1-6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30608a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704b


*The Creed            

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of Intercession Response: Your mercy is great. 

 

Offering   (Offering Plates are in the back of the Sanctuary, please drop offering there) 

              

* Offering Prayer 

C: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and 

the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your 

beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

                                                          Meal 
Holy Communion 

 *Great Thanksgiving          

P: The Lord be with you, C: and also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts, C: we lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 *Holy, Holy, Holy          

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosana in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosana in the highest, hosana in the highest. 

 

 *Words of Institution          

  

 *Lord’s Prayer          

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen 

  

*Invitation to Communion 

  P: The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

*Lamb of God                               

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now 

we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, 

we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, 

we pray. 

 

 

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church)  

 



*Post Communion Blessing 

 * Post Communion Prayer 

P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  C: Amen. 

Sending 

*Benediction 

 

*Sending Hymn                       What Wondrous Love Is This                   Verse 4       

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; and when 

from death I’m free, I'll sing God's love for me, and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; and through 

eternity I’ll sing on. 

 

 

*Dismissal 

            P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

           C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

*Postlude 

 

Bulletin Donated: By The Larson’s, “Happy Mother’s Day!” 
 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We celebrate weekly Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our Lord’s 

real presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home congregation, you are invited 

to receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ’s name. You may choose your preference. If 

you are unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the 

sacrament. 
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       Mission Statement of Gustaf Lutheran Church 
(Adopted in 1984) 

Our congregation wishes to achieve unity of living guided by the word of God and encouraged by rural community spirit. 
Our goals include: 

1. The education of both young and old to carry out the Proclamation of God’s Word and for all human kind through 
worship and witness. 
2. Mutual social occasions, loving and caring for all human beings and reaching out to others with justice and peace. 

              3. Responsible stewardship of human material resources. 

 


