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Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty 

tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death 

and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good news 

with all the world. Alleluia! 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Prelude Music 

Welcome/Announcements       



Gathering 

*Confessions and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins 

  

Call To Worship  

L: This day is like every other day. 

C: Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were removed. Coffee was brewed. Weary bodies came to life. 

L: And yet this day, is like no other day— 

C: For the sun rose, and we knew it was a miracle. The tomb was empty, and they knew it was love. 

L: So again and again we say— 

C: The longest night is over. Death has lost its sting. Jesus is among us. Alleluia! Amen. 

L: Again and again and again— 

C: Alleluia! Amen. 

 

Call To Confession 

L: Friends, had we been there that first Easter morning, It is likely that many of us would have been with the disciples— 

Hiding out in fear, Locked behind doors, Alone with our thoughts in the upper room. I wish I could say that I would have 

gone with the women, That I would have been brave and determined. I wish I could say that I would have held onto my 

faith, But the truth is, we’ll never know. What I do know is that Jesus came back for all of us— Not the few who had 

maintained faith Or the few who stayed with him until the end. He came back for the broken and the afraid, For the 

cowardly and the greedy, For the women in the garden, And for the disciples hiding in the upper room. He came back for 

those who betrayed him And those who worshiped him. He came back for you and for me. So join me in the prayer of 

confession, Knowing that no matter where we are on the spectrum of faith, Jesus lived, loved, and returned for us. Let 

us pray. . . 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Forgiveness 
L: Beloved Community, before God and before you, my family, I confess: I have seen the sun rise and withheld my 

praise. I have seen my neighbor suffer and withheld my aid. I have seen love extended and chosen to walk away. I have 

seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed. 

C: We hear you. We see you. You are forgiven. God’s love is like the sun. No matter how lost we are in the night, Day 

after day, the light will find you. Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth. 

L: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

C: Now we must pray. Beloved friend, before God and before each other, we confess: We have seen the sun rise and 

withheld our praise. We have seen our neighbors suffer and have withheld our aid. We have seen love extended and 

chosen to walk away. We have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed. 

L: I hear you. I see you. You are forgiven. God’s love is like the sun. No matter how lost we are in the night, Day after day, 

the light will find you. Rest easy. You are held in God’s warmth. 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, amen.  

 



Gathering Hymn              Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                        Verse 1 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

Suffer to redeem out loss. Alleluia! 

*Prayer For Illumination 

L: There are a million ways that you speak to us, God of the garden and God of the empty tomb. You speak to 

us in rituals, both formal and organic— In drops of water on foreheads, In vows said at the altar, Through 

pieces of bread dipped in ordinary wine, And through shared candlelight on Christmas Eve. You speak to us in 

nature— Your artistry showing up in starry nights, In the smell of pine, In rushing water and in most every 

sunrise. You speak to us through our relationships— The comfort of a loved one, The laughter of our friends, 

The security of those who support us and cheer us on. You speak to us in so many ways, and we are grateful for 

them all. However today, we just need one. That would be enough. So lean down and breathe life into these 

sacred texts. We are craving to hear your word like never before. We are craving to understand, to see ourselves 

in the story. We are craving proximity to you. There are a million ways that you speak to us. Today, we just 

need one. With hearts full of gratitude we pray, C: Amen. 

 

                                                          Word 
First Reading                                                   Acts 10:34-43 
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who 

fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 

that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did 

both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day 

and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 

by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”   

R:The Word of the Lord        C:Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm                    (Please Read Responsively)             Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24    
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 
2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of the LORD acts 

valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  
18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 
21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.  
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it   

R:  Holy Wisdom.  Holy Word. 

 

Second Reading                                         1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in 

which also you stand, 2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to 

you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 



that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 

day in accordance with the scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 

than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7 Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the 

least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am 

what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it 

was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 

believe.     

R:  The Word of the Lord       C:  Thanks be to God 

Gospel Acclamation                

Alleluia! Lord and savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are 

stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

Gospel Reading                                                       John 20:1-18           

P: The Holy Gospel according to______                 C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had 

been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and 

the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 

and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then 

Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had 

been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who 

reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 

must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she 

wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 

lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him 

in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 

and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that 

he had said these things to her. P: The Gospel of our Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message      

Hymn of the Day                      Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                     Verse 2&3 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heavenly king, Alleluia! Who endured the cross and 

grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! Now above the sky he’ king, 

Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                     

L: We know the fear of the upper room. We know the feeling of hard days and long nights. We know the grief 

of the tomb, And the particular ache of saying goodbye. We know the pain of Good Friday, And we know the 

darkness before dawn. 

C: And still, 

L: And still, We believe. We believe that again and again, The sun will rise. Again and again, God will draw 

near. Again and again, We will march toward justice. Again and again, The tomb will be empty. Again and 

again, Love will win. Again and again, God will lead the church. Again and again, And again and again, We will 



be loved. The journey will not be perfect. We will need to rise before dawn. We will need angels along the 

way. But again and again, 

C: The sun will rise. We believe. Amen. 

*Prayers of Intercession         Response: Your Mercy Is Great 

Offering   (Offering Plates are in the back of the Sanctuary, please drop offering there) 

* Offering Prayer 

C: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we 

offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 

Meal 

Holy Communion 

Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you, C: and also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts, C: we lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sing) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosana in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosana in the highest, hosana in the highest. 

*Words of Institution  

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

   

*Invitation to Communion 

  P: The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

*Lamb of God                                                          

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now 

we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, 

we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, 

we pray. 

Communion Distribution (All Are Welcome to Receive Communion Here at GA Church) 



*Post Communion Blessing 

 

* Post Communion Prayer 

P: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send us in 

the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. C: Amen. 

                                                                Sending 
*Benediction 

As you leave this space, May your mouth speak of God’s goodness. May your arms hold those in need. May 

your feet walk toward justice. May your heart trust its worth. May your soul dance in God’s grace. And may 

this be your rhythm— Again and again and again, Until God’s promised day. In the name of the Lover, the 

Beloved, and Love itself, Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. Amen 

*Sending Hymn                         Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                         Verse 4  

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! Praise him, all you heavenly host, 

Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

*Dismissal 

            P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.    C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
*Postlude 

Bulletin Donated: 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We celebrate  Holy Communion. We welcome all who believe in the Risen Christ and who find in the sacrament our 

Lord’s real presence for the forgiveness of sins and the renewal of life. If you receive communion in your home 

congregation, you are invited to receive it here at G.A. Red wine and white grape juice will be offered to you in Christ’s 

name. You may choose your preference. If you are unable to receive wheat bread, or wine, be sure that in a single element 

you receive the Presence and all the gifts of the sacrament. 
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